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MANAGEMENT, AND EQUITY (DISTRICTS: ALL) 

OVERVIEW 
The County of San Diego supports numerous natural resources and sustainability actions. These 
programs are currently dispersed and overseen by different departments, coordinated by the Land 
Use and Environment Group (LUEG) and Finance and General Government Group (FG3). This 
organizational structure for sustainability and natural resources efforts has worked in the past, but 
as more programs are implemented across the County enterprise, there arises a greater need for 
coordination. Further, new environmental justice and equity programs are being developed that 
require greater coordination. 

Concern for the sustainability of our relationship with our environment has always and necessarily 
been a preoccupation of San Diegans. San Diego County is the most biodiverse county in the 
country and San Diegans grow up in intimate interaction with the natural world, spending summers 
on our beaches, hiking in our mountains, deserts, and canyons, riding bikes around our bays and 
horses in our foothills. We are also, however, uniquely vulnerable to environmental risks, 
including drought, flooding, and, above all, fire. With few natural freshwater lakes or aquifers, we 
are heavily dependent on water that falls as snow in the Sierra Nevada and the far-off Rocky 
Mountains and must be conveyed hundreds of miles to us in order to sustain our communities. The 
accumulation of greenhouse gases (GHGs) in our atmosphere and the associated global climate 
crisis is projected to significantly increase the severity of these and other environmental risks. 

San Diegans have also historically chosen to build out into our open spaces, rather than up, with 
freeway-oriented suburban growth in perennial conflict with habitat preservation. As a result, 
issues of environmental sustainability and natural resource management have been implicitly or 
explicitly central to much of the County's decision-making, and the County has made these issues 
the object of explicit consideration and policy development. 

Sustainability-related responsibilities are distributed throughout every department and staff 
position in the County. More formally, there are specifically designated departmental level (for 
example, Department of Environmental Health and Quality, Department of Parks and Recreation, 
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